Congress must Prevent EPA from Regulating Greenhouse Gas Emissions


In 2009, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued an endangerment finding that stated greenhouse gases (GHGs) are a danger to public health and should be regulated as pollutants under the Clean Air Act (CAA).  The CAA was designed to control air pollution by requiring individual stationary source pollutant sources to institute emission control technologies.  This regulatory scheme, however, is an inefficient, ineffective and highly inappropriate vehicle to address the global problem of climate protection.

EPA plans to regulate both large and small manufacturers. Unlike a bill drafted by Congress to specifically address this issue, the existing statute is not structured to handle GHGs in a way that recognizes regional differences, the state of the technology, and economic impact.

The EPA’s regulation of GHG emissions broadly permits the agency to determine what energy sources will be used, how much energy will be used and by whom without regard to the impact on jobs, domestic manufacturing, price of electricity, natural gas, and gasoline, and economic growth or national security.  The metalcasting industry urges Congress to prevent the EPA from regulating greenhouse gases under the CAA.     

The metalcasting industry depends upon substantial quantities of electricity and natural gas to produce castings.   The industry has proudly partnered with the U.S. Department of Energy for over 20 years to develop and employ the most energy efficient technology and processes, including energy audits facilitated by DOE.  
Some U.S. facilities internally reclaim industrial sand used in the casting process, and the industry has pro-actively worked with states and the federal government to increase opportunities for the beneficial reuse of sand in applications such as construction and horticulture.  This process saves energy and resources by reducing the amount of virgin sand that is mined. In addition, many metalcasters also employ energy management programs to monitor and reduce energy usage within their facilities.  

In contrast, metalcasting foreign competitors, particularly from developing nations, do not apply energy efficient practices. For example, Chinese metalcasters are generally very small operations with inefficient melt methods and aged furnaces.  A comparison of energy consumption for melting alone for production of similar castings reveals Chinese GHG emissions estimated at 200% more than their U.S. counterpart for each ton of castings shipped.

It is critical, however, that energy prices in the U.S. are globally competitive so that we can compete, grow our businesses, increase jobs and increase exports.  Allowing the EPA to regulate GHGs will significantly increase business uncertainty and the price of energy during a time when our industry is still struggling to recover from a global recession.  

The foundry industry has been actively working with Congress in developing an economically-viable approach to climate legislation – one that recognizes the global nature of the problem and accounts for international competition.  Regulating greenhouse gas emissions under the CAA would usurp Congress’s power, increase energy costs, and unduly burden manufacturers with unnecessary regulations.
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For additional information, contact
 Metalcasters Alliance - Washington Office
202/842-4864 or ss@wafed.com






					Message to Congress �Metalcasters urge you to support and cosponsor resolutions of disapproval in both the Senate and House which prevents the EPA from regulating GHGs under the CAA.�Senate - Support the bipartisan Murkowski-Lincoln resolution (S. J. Res. 26) �House - Support the Skelton resolution (H. J. Res. 76) or the Barton resolution (H.J. Res. 77)








